
Pre-visit Guide
Teen Performance Company One Acts at Round House Theatre



You will be seeing two plays 
today. Freak, written by Naomi 
Iizuka and Ryan Pavelchik
and How the Moon Would 
Talk, written by Nick 
Gandiello. The plays are about 
70 minutes total with one 15-
minute intermission. If you 
need to go to the lobby or 
restroom during the plays, you 
are allowed to leave the 
theatre and come back in 
whenever you need.

There are two different sets for 
the plays. During the 
intermission, you will be able 
to see the stage crew change 
the set from Freak to How the 
Moon Would Talk.



Freak
By Naomi Iizuka and Ryan Pavelchik



Things to 
Watch 
For

During the first half 
of the evening, our 
ensemble will 
perform Freak by 
Naomi Iizuka and 
Ryan Pavelchik. 
The play contains 
some aspects that 
may be confusing 
or upsetting. These 
include:

STEREOTYPES: Throughout the play, the 
characters conform to various high school 
stereotypes. A stereotype is a set idea that 
people have about what something or someone 
is like, even when that idea is too simple, or even 
upsetting. Some stereotypes may seem 
offensive. By including stereotypes, the 
playwrights of Freak are showing the 
assumptions high schoolers make about each 
other, and how rigid and unyielding these 
believes can become. 

BULLYING & STIGMATIZATION: Bullying is a 
major theme within the play. The character of 
New Girl experiences bullying and stigmatization 
during the play. Stigmatization means treating 
someone unfairly and unkindly in public or 
isolating them because they seem different. New 
Girl wants to fit in but doesn’t know how to do 
so. The other characters are not kind to her, 
frequently isolate her, insult her, or talk behind 
her back, which shows how harmful bullying can 
be. Often people may shun someone rather than 
offering them help or connection. 

MEDICATION AND SELF HARM: Some of the 
characters in the play take medication. During 
the play, New Girl purposefully takes too many 
pills when she is upset. As you watch the play, 
it’s important to remember the actor playing 
New Girl is acting.

TIME JUMPS: Though most of the play takes 
place over a few days in high school, the last 
scene of the play takes place far in the future. 
Characters will be in different clothes to 
symbolize they are older now, and they will talk 
about events from many years after the main 
action of the play. Costumes, props, and scenery 
will help you know the scene is in the future.

OUTSIDE REFERENCES: The characters in 
Freak talk about different works of art. These 
include the Greek myth of Pygmalion, the 
George Bernard Shaw play Pygmalion, and the 
movie Blade Runner. Each of these contains 
themes that resonate throughout the play, 
including artificial intelligence, creating life, and 
what it means to “invent” another person. It’s 
okay if you don’t know these themes. The 
characters in the play explain what the themes 
are, and why the themes are relevant to the play. 

MYSTERY: There is mystery in the play, 
particularly in reference to the character of New 
Girl. The other characters don’t know where she 
came from, or why she sometimes behaves in 
ways they don’t understand. If the mystery 
around New Girl confuses you, that’s alright! 
There are clues to help you figure out where she 
came from and why she behaves in certain ways. 
You will figure out her story at the same time as 
the other characters do. 

METAPHOR: Freak is a play that uses 
metaphors. A metaphor uses something unreal, 
like symbol or image, to describe something 
real, like an emotion or experience. The 
characters don’t always say what they mean; 
sometimes they use metaphors or poetic 
language instead. When the characters use 
metaphors, It can be hard to understand what 
the characters mean, but that’s alright. It will not 
keep you from understanding the plot or the 
characters. 

VOICE OVER: At the end of the play, you will 
hear the characters’ voices coming out of 
speakers around the stage, but you will not see 
them. This may be confusing, as it is different 
from how you have heard the characters speak 
previously. 



Plot Summary: Scene 1
Surfer Girl and Skater have a conversation about an old book 
Surfer Girl is reading, called Metamorphoses. They discuss one of 
the stories in the book, in which a sculptor creates the sculpture of 
a woman who comes to life. They meet New Girl, who displays 
behavior that they consider odd. 



Plot Summary: 
Scene 2

Rocker Boy and 
Swimmer have a 
conversation at the 
school pool. They 
see New Girl, who 
is swimming naked 
in the pool.



Plot Summary: 
Scene 3

Angry Poet Girl is 
upset because she 
can’t find her 
medication. She and 
Enviro Boy have a 
disagreement about 
whether her medication 
is useful. When they 
see New Girl, they 
believe that she’s taken 
the medication and 
confront her. New Girl 
runs away. 



Plot Summary: Scene 4
Lipstick Lesbian and Secret Slut encounter each other in the Girls’ 
Bathroom, where each is waiting for the accessible stall. They 
discuss the same book, Metamorphoses, that Surfer Girl and Skater 
were talking about, but their conversation is interrupted by New Girl, 
who has been crying in the accessible stall. She’s upset because she 
considers herself a freak. 



Plot Summary: 
Scene 5
Straight A Girl and Super 
Achiever Boy work on their 
college applications and 
compare achievements. 
They discuss the movie 
Blade Runner and Super 
Achiever Boy asks if 
Straight A Girl would be 
impressed if he had 
invented a girl. When 
Straight A Girl makes fun 
of him, Super Achiever Boy 
gets upset and runs away. 



Plot Summary: 
Scene 6
Gay Drama Kid and Fag 
Hag are rehearsing a 
scene from the George 
Bernard Shaw play 
Pygmalion. In the scene, 
the characters are having 
a fight. After the two 
students finish their 
rehearsal, they also have 
a disagreement, but end 
up finding common 
ground over feeling like 
outcasts. 



Plot Summary: Scene 7
In the cafeteria, New Girl angrily confronts Super Achiever Boy. She 
reveals that he invented her, but insists she is now human. Super 
Achiever Boy explains he abandoned New Girl in his garage, and he 
considers her a toy, not a person. To prove she is a person, New Girl 
takes out the pills she stole from Angry Poet Girl and swallows them all. 
As she loses consciousness, all the high schoolers speak directly to the 
audience, expressing what they love, and their hopes for the future. 



Plot Summary: 
Scene 8
Many years have passed. 
Super Achiever Boy, who has 
grown into Super Achiever 
Man, waits for a plane. He is 
approached by New Girl, who 
has become a Woman I Used 
to Know. The two have a 
conversation, but it’s unclear 
if they recognize each other. 
They begin to discuss 
Metamorphoses, the same 
book from the beginning of 
the play. After a while, it turns 
out the two do know each 
other—and that years ago, 
New Girl had Super Achiever 
Boy’s child. This is a plot twist 
and is surprising for the 
audience to learn. As the play 
ends, the entire ensemble 
recites the many places one 
can end up after high school. 



How the Moon Would Talk
By Nick Gandiello



Things to 
Watch For

During the second 
half of the evening, 
our ensemble will 
perform How the 
Moon Would Talk by 
Nick Gandiello. The 
play contains some 
aspects that may be 
confusing or 
upsetting. These 
include:

WAKE: The play begins after a young 
girl named Gemma has died of cancer. 
Her family is about to hold a wake for 
her. During a wake, friends and family 
gather to remember the person who 
has died; sometimes during wakes, 
friends and family will also say 
goodbye to that person’s body. 

GRIEF AND DEATH: During the play, 
the teenage characters react to 
Gemma’s death in different ways, 
including anger, fear, and sadness. 
Gemma’s death is especially hard for 
the character of Ally, who was 
Gemma’s sister. Ally has many 
emotions, but most of all, she misses 
Gemma. 

Some of the ways the characters react 
to Gemma’ death may be confusing. 
The characters may seem like they 
don’t care about Gemma, seem to be 
having fun when they should be sad. 
Grief is a complicated emotion, and 
people feel grief in many different 
ways. Theater can show us all these 
different ways and tell us there is no 
wrong way to feel. 

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION: The 
teenage characters drink alcohol even 
though they are not supposed to. The 
actors are only pretending to drink 
alcohol. In the play, the teenagers are 
drinking alcohol because they want to 
toast to Gemma. During a toast, a group 
of people decides to honor a person or 
idea, and often does so by drinking 
alcohol (although you can toast with any 
liquid that you can drink). 

TEENAGE RELATIONSHIPS: The 
characters Ally and Dwayne are in a 
romantic relationship. Dwayne thinks 
they will get married and have children 
one day. He believes they are 
soulmates, which means they will love 
each other forever. Ally is not sure 
soulmates exist. At the end of the play, 
Ally breaks up with Dwayne. This may 
be confusing since Ally still cares about 
Dwayne very much, but she does not 
want to be in a relationship with him 
anymore. There are many reasons two 
people may break up, and sometimes 
one person wants to stay together while 
the other does not. 



Plot Summary: Scene 1
Late at night, two high schoolers named Ally
and Dwayne are on the rooftop of an 
apartment building in Harlem, which is a 
neighborhood in New York City. Ally and 
Dwayne are dating. Dwayne loves science and 
is excited because a blood moon will happen 
soon. During a blood moon, the moon looks 
red, like blood. Ally is not as excited as Dwayne 
and the two have a fight. Next, Ally mentions 
she is nervous about a speech she has to give 
the next day. The speech will be about her 
sister, Gemma. In this scene, the audience 
does not know why Ally must give a speech 
about Gemma. Later, we realize Gemma has 
died. Dwayne tries to help but hurts Ally’s 
feelings. She is angry with him, and she leaves 
to go spend time with her mom and dad. 



Plot Summary: Scene 2
The next evening, two high schoolers named Sejal and Smithy come to the roof, 
bringing alcohol and cups with them. They discuss how Sejal recently got in trouble in 
health class at school. Their friend Onnesha enters next, along with Dwayne. All the 
students are dressed in formal clothes because they are going to a wake. Dwayne is 
nervous because he doesn’t want to disappoint Ally. The students begin to pour alcohol 
into cups and drink as they discuss the wake they will be attending. The audience 
learns the wake will be for Gemma, Ally’s sister. The students express anxiety about 
the wake and wonder what will happen there. They all toast to Gemma. 



Plot Summary: 
Scene 3
The evening after Gemma’s 
wake, two sisters named 
Jenny and Tammy enter the 
roof. They discuss the wake, 
grief, and death. Next, Ally 
enters, along with her friends 
Katherine and Sam. Ally 
doesn’t think she gave a good 
speech at the wake, and she 
is worried about her 
relationship with Dwayne. 
Soon, Dwayne enters with 
Onnesha, Sejal, and Smithy. 
The friends hang out and talk 
about school and the future, 
but Ally begins to cry. 
Dwayne doesn’t know how to 
comfort Ally, but eventually 
holds her hand. The rest of 
the students stay on the roof 
while Ally cries. 



Plot Summary: 
Scene 4
It is the night of the blood 
moon. Ally sits on the roof. 
Dwayne comes to the roof 
as well and is surprised to 
see her. Ally and Dwayne 
both feel badly for how they 
have treated each other, 
and each apologizes. After 
talking about Gemma, Ally 
tells Dwayne that she wants 
them to break up. Dwayne 
is very upset, but Ally 
doesn’t change her mind. 
As the two continue to talk, 
the blood moon begins. 
They stare at the moon as 
the play ends. 
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